L A K E H E A D   U N I V E R S I T Y

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY

Sociology 1100 YC

Introduction to Sociology

Fall/Winter 2008-2009
Monday 7:00 - 10:00 p.m. BB 1075

Sociology web-page  http://sociology.lakeheadu.ca
Instructor: Walid Chahal


Office: UC 0037

Phone: 343-8426                                           e-mail: wchahal@lakeheadu.ca

Required Text:

There are two required textbooks for this course:

Steckley, John and Guy Kirby Letts. 2007. Elements of Sociology: A Critical Canadian Perspective. Don Mills, Ontario: Oxford University Press.
Nelsen, Randle W. 2007.  Fun and Games and Higher Education: the Lonely Crowd Revisited. Toronto: Between the Lines. 

Course Focus and Objectives: 

In this course, we will present an overview of the discipline of sociology, basic sociological tools, concepts, various theoretical perspectives, and findings. The above will be illustrated by examining Canadian society and its structure, the relationship between the individual and society, and by drawing on case studies from around the world. The main goal is to further the students’ analytical and critical thinking skills by enhancing their knowledge of their social world.
Course Topics 
                                                                 Required Readings from our Texts
1.  Introduction to Sociology                      Steckley, chapter 1; Nelsen, chapter 1 

     Introduction to Social analysis                
     Sociological Perspectives

2.  Socialization                         
        Steckley, chapter 4
3.  Culture                                                   Steckley, chapter 3; Nelsen, chapter 2
4.  Research Methods                                 Steckley, chapter 2; Nelsen, chapter 5
5. Families                                                  Steckley, chapter 6
6.  Deviance & Crime                                Steckley, chapter 5
7.  Health & Medicine, & class, gender & ethnicity—Steckley, chapter 7
8.  Social Inequality, Class Relations & Modern Societies—Steckley, chapter 8

     Automobility, Democracy, & the Promise of Freedom—Nelsen, chapter 3

     The Role of Ideology
9.  Race & Ethnicity                                  Steckley, chapter 9
     Aboriginal issues 
10.  Gender Relations & Inequality           Steckley, chapter 10  
11.  Education   
                   

       Edutainment                                        Nelsen, chapter 6

       Computers & Education at a Distance—Nelsen, chapter 7

12.  Globalization, Neoliberalism & Power Relations—Steckley, chapter 11
13.  Social Change & the Future                Steckley, chapter 12
Course Requirements:

There are five (5) requirements for this course.

1.  One Written Assignment. Due Date:  Nov. 17th ............................20%
Every student is expected to select (2) articles on any sociological topic from specific social science journals or books, or select internet sites. The student will sum up and critique these articles by relying on sociological perspectives and analyses covered in class and in the reading. The assignment should be no more than 1500 words (5 pgs, db-spaced) and be submitted (along with the articles) no later than Nov. 17th.
2. End-of-term exam, fall term (to be announced) ………………….25%

3. End-of-term exam, winter term (to be announced)………………25%

The exams will include multiple-choice questions and both short-answer and short-essay questions. The exams cover all class work, lecture and reading material to date.  It is not the instructor’s aim to reproduce the same material that is covered in the texts. The lecture material and discussions will complement, expand, and shed more light on the issues that are covered in the texts.

4. One essay paper on any sociological topic. Due March 10th…….20% 

The essay should be no more than 1500 words (5 typed pgs, db-spaced).  The student is expected to use at least one of the sociological perspectives for the analytical part of the paper. You are strongly encouraged to select a topic of specific interest to you. If sociology is not your major, you may write a paper on an area which ties together your major and sociology.

   5.  Class participation & critical reflection……………………………10%
Class attendance is expected:  In order to do well in this course, you must attend 

class on a regular basis. There will be substantial in-class discussions and much of the     

material covered in lectures will not be found in the reading. In order to participate in   class discussions, it is important that you do the readings before coming to class. You   must come to class ready to contribute to discussion in a thoughtful way, to ask questions, as well as to reflect on the assigned readings. Students who engage in private conversations during class lectures will be asked to leave.  
PLEASE NOTE:
· The assignment and the essay must be formatted according to the ASA (American Sociological Association) Style Guide for referencing and citations. For more information, see the following website:
            http://www.queensu.ca/sociology/files/styleguiderevised%20NOV06.pdf
· Plagiarism will not be tolerated and will be dealt with according to the University regulations. For more information, see University Regulations section “IX Academic Dishonesty,” Lakehead University Calendar 08/09:
           http://calendar.lakeheadu.ca/current/contents/regulations/univregsIXacdishon.html

· Make sure you keep a backup copy of the assignment and the essay.
· There is a penalty for assignments and essays handed in late.
Further, students will be given additional information concerning course topics, course requirements, evaluation procedures and other relevant material on the first day of class.
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